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The IT Law Observatory 

 
 
 
Peter Seipel 
has chaired the IT Law Observatory since its creation in 1996. He has also 
been a member of the Swedish ICT Commission since 1994 and its vice 
chairman since 1998. He obtained his doctor’s degree in 1977 at the Faculty 
of Law, Stockholm University. His thesis, “Computing Law. Perspectives 
on a New Legal Discipline”, argued for the advantages of a broad, 
systematic, and interdisciplinary study of the interaction of law and 
information technology. In 1982 he was invited to a chair in “legal 
informatics” at the Stockholm law faculty with national responsibility for 
the development of study and research programmes in the field. He has been 
engaged as an expert by both government and industry. Among other things, 
he has served on various study groups and committees of the World 
Intellectual Property Organisation, the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, the Council of Europe, and the European 
Union. His published works include “EDP and Law. An Inventory of 
Issues” (in Swedish, 1975), “From Data Protection to Knowledge 
Machines” (1990, editor) and “Law and IT” (in Swedish, 7th edition, 2001). 
 
Kjell Skoglund 
has worked as Senior Project Manager with the Swedish ICT Commission 
since 1995. His main responsibility has been the IT Law Observatory. He 
obtained his law degree at the Faculty of Law, University of Uppsala in 
1981. He has served as secretary with several Swedish Governmental 
Committees, among them the Committee on Health Care Data. He is also a 
judge at the Administrative County Court of Västernorrland. 
 
Joachim Benno 
Director of Regulatory Affairs at Telenor Plus, has been a member of the IT 
Law Observatory since 1996. He has been working with ICT-related legal 
issues since the end of the 1980s and functioned as Principal Secretary to 
the Swedish Committee on Media Convergence (1997-1999). He is the 
author of “Consumer Purchases through Telecommunications in Europe - 
Application of Private International Law to Cross-Border Contractual 
Disputes”, CompLex 4/93 (Oslo: Tano, 1993), “Ytringsfrihet - en 
konstitusjonell utfordring?” (Fredrikstad: Institutt for Journalistikk, 1994) 
and the IT Law Observatory report 6/98, “The "anonymisation" of the 
transaction and its impact on legal problems - A theory as to why the use of 
ICT engenders legal problems”. Areas of interest: Convergence, E-
commerce, freedom of expression and information, telecoms, media etc. 
 
Viveca Bergstedt Sten 
has been a member of the IT Law Observatory since 1996. She has recently 
been appointed General Counsel and Corporate Secretary at the Swedish 
Post, and has previously served as General Counsel at LetsBuyIt.com and as 
Corporate Legal Counsel at Scandinavian Airlines. Viveca Bergstedt Sten 



graduated from the Faculty of Law, Stockholm University, in 1986 and also 
holds a Master of Science from the Stockholm School of Economics, where 
she graduated the same year. She is a frequent lecturer in the area of “IT-
law” and international business, and co-authored the book “Outsourcing of 
IT-services” in 1999 (with Magdalena Augustsson Öhd). Her next work will 
be published in 2003, under the title “Business Negotiations” and she will 
also be a contributor to a book tentatively titled “International Agreements”, 
also to be published in 2003. 
 
Peter Danovsky 
obtained his law degree from the Faculty of Law, Uppsala university. His 
continued academic legal work includes studies at the Collège d’Europe in 
Brügge and at Columbia University, New York, where he obtained a LL.M 
degree. In 1981 he became a member of the Swedish Bar Association. 1988-
1993 he was associated with the law firm Philip Lemans Advokatbyrå. 
Since 1993 he is a partner with the Danowsky & Partners law firm. Much of 
his work has involved media-related issues, in particular copyright and 
privacy protection. He has also been active in contract formation regarding 
structural matters in the media sector. In addition to numerous articles, his 
published works include books on, among other things, rights in pictures 
and a commentary to Swedish intellectual property rights legislation. Peter 
Danowsky joined the Observatory in 1996. 
 
Malin Forsman 
joined the Observatory in 1998. She has worked as a legal expert for the 
“Cultural Network Sweden”, a project aimed at establishing an Internet 
portal for Swedish cultural endeavours. Later she has been employed by the 
Delphi & Co law firm where she has specialised in legal issues related to 
Internet publication, a subject on which she has also written a book, 
“Internetpublicering. En juridisk vägledning” (Internet Publication. A Legal 
Guide, 3rd ed. 2001). 
 
Per Furberg 
Having worked within different Governmental committees from 1988 to 
1997 with the task to consider IT-related legal issues in different areas, e.g., 
civil law, procedural law, criminal law, and administrative law, Per Furberg 
was appointed District Court Judge in Gothenburg in November 1997. 
Today, he works at the law firm Setterwalls with IT related issues. Per 
Furberg has been a member of various international working groups. e.g., 
the OECD Group of Experts on Guidelines for the Security of Information 
Systems, the Council of Europe Committee of Experts on Problems of 
Criminal Procedural Law Connected with Information Technology, and the 
Council Of Europe Committee of Experts on Crime in Cyberspace.  He has 
further been Consulting Expert regarding IT related issues in various 
projects sponsored by the European Commission. Per Furberg joined the 
Observatory in 1996. 
 
Johan Hirschfeldt 
is President of Svea hovrätt (Svea Court of Appeal), Stockholm, Sweden. 
He has earlier worked in the Office of the Parliamentary Ombudsman and in 
the Cabinet Office and served as Chancellor of Justice. He is a member of 
the IT Law Observatory since 1999. His main interest in the work of the 



Observatory has been IT and its impact on judicial procedure, on the 
administration of justice, and on court administration. 
 
Håkan Hydén 
has been a member of the IT Law Observatory since 1996. He is educated 
both as a lawyer and a social scientist. He obtained his doctor´s degree in 
1978 in Sociology of Law at the Faculty of Social sciences, Lund 
University.  His thesis, ”The Societal Functions of Law”, entailed a 
comprehensive overview of the legal system. He has worked as a senior 
lecturer in Business law at Lund University where in 1984 he became 
docent (reader) in civil law at the Faculty of Law. Later on,  in 1988, he 
returned to the Department of Sociology of Law, now as appointed 
professor (chair). Hydén has served as an expert in several public 
committees and has undertaken many missions especially in the field of 
human rights and development of the legal system. He is a member of 
several editorial committees, among them the Nordic Journal of Justice, 
Retfaerd, and the Italian Journal in Sociology of Law. During the first half 
of the 1990s he was a member of the Board of Trustees of Sida (the Swedish 
International Development Co-operation Agency).  Hydén has written 
numerous articles and books on different subjects, such as environmental 
law and human rights. During the last ten years he has been interested in 
future studies, for instance in relation to self-regulation, information 
technology, and biotechnology. Hydén argues for Sociology of Law as a 
science about norms, for instance in his book, ”Norm science”  (first 
published in 2002). 
 
Katarina Högbom 
works as Regional Counsel for IBM in the Nordic region. She obtained her 
law degree from the Faculty of Law, Uppsala University in 1980 and an 
LLM degree from Harvard Law School in 1982. Among other things, she is 
the chairperson of the legal council of the IT-företagen, a business 
organisation for the Swedish IT industry. She joined the Observatory in 
1996. 
 
Agne Lindberg 
is a partner with the Delphi & Co law firm, where he heads the firm’s IT 
and Intellectual property group. His practice includes E-commerce, digital 
copyright, IT contracting and data protection issues. He is a member of the 
Swedish Bar Association since 1992. Agne Lindberg has been involved in 
Swedish and international organisations. One of the engagements was 
serving as a co-chair of the sub-committee on international transactions in 
the American Bar Association, whose main work resulted in a report on 
jurisdictional issues on Internet transactions. His experience also covers 
serving as a national expert in UN/ECE working group on E-commerce and 
OECD. In Sweden, he has been a member of the IT Law Observatory since 
its creation in 1996. He has also been a member of the legal council of the 
Swedish IT Trade organization. His published works include “Electronic 
Documents and Electronic Signatures” (1987), “IT Contracts” (in Swedish, 
1991, “EDI, the law and the accountant” (in Swedish, 1992) and “Practical 
IT Law” (in Swedish, 3rd edition, 2001). 
 



Christina Ramberg 
(formerly Hultmark) is professor of Commercial Law at Göteborg 
University and holder of the Wiarda-professorship at the University of 
Utrecht. She has been a member of the IT Law Observatory since 1999. She 
is chairman of the drafting group in the Study Group on a European Civil 
Code, Expert to the International Chamber of Commerce on e-commerce 
and to the EU Commission on B2B Internet platforms. She was head of the 
Swedish delegation in the UNCITRAL Working Group on Electronic 
Commerce during 1996-2001 and has been engaged as an expert on e-
commerce to governments. She has written extensively within the fields of 
contract law and electronic commerce. Her latest book is “Internet 
Marketplaces – The Law of Auctions and Exchanges Online” (Oxford 
University Press 2002). 
 
Nicklas Skår 
joined the Observatory in 2002. He works for the Confederation of Swedish 
Enterprise with matters of IT law, company law, and environmental law. He 
has earlier professional experience from the publishing sector and the 
banking sector. 
 
Hans Sundström 
is Chief Legal Adviser of the Swedish Agency for Public  Management 
since 1989. After obtaining his law degree at the Stockholm University in 
1983, he worked as a Legal Adviser at DAFA, the Swedish data-processing 
centre during 1984-1989. In 1991 he served as Legal Adviser to the Swedish 
Telecommunications Administration. He is often engaged as an expert in the 
field of IT law in general, as well as in the area of administrative law, 
including e.g. legal automation. At present (2002) he is engaged by the 
Ministry of Justice as Secretary in the Working Group for removing legal 
obstacles to electronic communication and electronic processing. Previous 
commissions concern various working groups and projects, such as being 
Secretary in the Open Sweden Campaign (2000-2002). The campaign was 
run by the Ministry of Justice in order to improve knowledge of the Right to 
Access to Official Documents among civil servants and the public. Another 
task implied being Project Secretary of LEXIT in 1995; a Pre-Study on legal 
amendments necessary to accomplish an effective use of IT in public 
administration. Hans Sundström joined the Observatory in 1996. 
 
Monique Wadsted 
joined the Observatory in 1996. She is a business lawyer specialising in 
matters of IT and media law. Among other things, she is a member of the 
board of BitoS, a Swedish business organisation for players such as portals, 
on-line newspapers, service providers and other new media enterprises. She 
is a partner with the Magnusson Wahlin law firm. 
 
B G Wennersten 
joined the Observatory in 1997. He is a journalist and writer with a long 
experience in legal and economic matters of the IT society. 
 
Kerstin Wiss Holmdahl 
joined the Observatory in 2002. She works as legal advisor for the private 
law section of the Swedish Association of Local Authorities. She specialises 



in, among other things, electronic commerce, IT contracts, and intellectual 
property law. 



 


